Portsmouth Little League, Inc.

Board of Directors

November Meeting Minutes

Present: Steve Smith, Sonja Baroni, Alison O’Malley, Jose Roy, Wendy Halligan, Jeff Saurman, Gary Nadeau, Jon Dickinson, Tracy McGrenaghan, Aidan Moore, Joe Arsenault, Jack Dowd, Bob Lenahan, Ilysse Sirmaian, Stephanie Goodrich, Kathy Linchey, Sean Correll, Doug Wood, Tim Berky

1. Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm; quorum established.  Volunteer applications for the 2010 distributed to Board members with request to return with copy of current driver’s license if not already on file.  Aidan Moore moved with 2nd by Alison O’Malley to make optional inclusion of SSN on volunteer forms for our league; motion passed.

2. Minutes of the October meeting were reviewed following electronic distribution; Steve Smith moved with Sean Correll 2nd to approve minutes as distributed; motion passed.

3. Carly Taylor unable to attend meeting due to a work commitment tabling review of treasurer’s report.  Wendy Halligan moved with 2nd by Jeff Saurman top approve expenditure to renew charter fees for 2010 in approximate amount of $1600.00 including renewal of last season’s other insureds; motion passed.

4. Old Business


a. All field work related to closure for the winter season should be accomplished by 12/1/09 including taking down and storing batting cages, checking plumbing to be sure all lines and tanks empty, and storing any outside items.  Kathie will shut off phone and electricity after 12/1/09 [addendum: following discussion with Carly we will keep the phone and electricity on to avoid disconnection and restart costs as the monthly fee with no use is small].


b. Kevin Padgett has been working on the Plains new hood and vent system; Kathie as a call in to him to determine the status of the project.  John Sacramone has done the electrical work.  We are hopeful the project will be finished ASAP.


c. Thank you plaques to the tournament team sponsors have been delivered.


d. Tracey discussed the proposed web upgrade options for advertising offered by Goal Line.  After much difficulty getting responses to the Board’s questions and in consideration that this is a new product for Goalline that involves a fee it was recommended that we postpone any action on this upgrade.


e. Alison will be the Board member in charge of the PLL facebook page.  She will work with Jeff Saurman and others experienced in facebook to provide an informative page that is acceptable in content for our league.  We will not start a shutterfly site but rather request that parents submit photos for inclusion on the page or recommend that parents who take photos offer to share them with other parents on the team.  In addition, Tracey can post photos via the website for league wide distribution.


f. District realignment continues to be under consideration; we are waiting to hear from Bristol on the implementation time for redistricting.


g. Bob Santulli will have the 2009 NH State Championship sign for the concession stand at Plains ready for the start of the 2010 season.  In addition we will add signs regarding NO DOGS at the fields.  Kathie reminded Board members that when dogs are permitted at the fields we expose the league to liability as city ordinance prohibits dogs.  All Board members should diplomatically approach spectators with dogs and remind them of the ordinance; any conflict should be resolved with city officials or the police.


h. Kathie reminded all members that budget requests should be in by December 2 to either her or Carly.  It was recommended that we include Keurig coffee machines for each field and batting cage poles for Central in the budget.


i. The selection of a FisherCats game will be postponed until Stacey can attend the meeting.

5. New Business


a. DA Meeting report: Kathie shared the general contents of the October DA meeting in Bristol.  Of specific interest are the following:

· new insurance rules that require that all activities of a league other than those related to practice and games have special insurance approval including player clinics & fund raising activities.  

· Any incident in which alcohol is involved will not be covered by insurance so it is very important that we assure no alcohol at games or league events. 

· We must officially appoint and approve fall ball coaches and add new fall players to our rosters.  

· Team parents must now be background checked.  

· We can provide an umpire honorarium as long as the total is below the limit for reporting income.  

· Items under discussion for 2010 include a 9 & 10 year old Regional and World Series tournaments, changes to the pitching rules, changes to the format for tournament play, offering a 50’/70’ diamond for 12 year olds, and changing the mandatory play rule for tournament based on team size.

b. Kathie shared the tentative agenda for the LL Congress in March and reported that she would be the NH District 2 representative to the meeting.  Agenda items may include a new 2i waiver for out of boundary players, revisit of requiring the Plan B draft, requiring minor league players to play 3 defensive innings in the infield, and prohibiting a catcher from pitching if he/she caught 3 or more innings.

c. Positive Coaching Alliance updates for the 2010 season were shared and the possibility of offering the 2010 coaching clinic by PCA was considered; the decision was tabled until after the district meeting.

d. Kathie shared a sample of an official LLB cap and recommended the league consider purchasing the caps for all players and coaches.  A motion to reflect this recommendation was made by Alison O’Malley with 2nd by Aidan Moore; motion passed.

e. Sonja Baroni shared apparel choices for the 2010 season.  All apparel related to PLL will be sold at the same price [regular season and all stars] and the decisions on apparel choices are up to Sonja.

f. The possibility of changing the fields at which AAA and major teams play was introduced.  The reason for the discussion is the increased concern of risk for foul ball and home run ball damage to vehicles at Plains with the new road configuration.  It was decided to wait and see if we can partner with the city to erect barrier screens at Plains before changing the traditional fields at which our teams play.  The city has been alerted of the league’s concerns via telephone and written communication.

g. Annual review of the PLL Constitution for needed changes; motion by Tim Berky with 2nd by Jack Dowd that no changes in constitution needed and document approved as distributed and available online; motion passed.

h. Challenger registration date changed to Sunday, February 7 from 12:30 – 2:30 pm.

6. Adjournment at 8:30 pm.  

NEXT MEETING: MONDAY, JANUARY 4 @ 6:30 PM AT GREENLEAF.

